
AP CALCULUS AB
FRQ Tips and Tricks 



Exam Format



Scoring

● Exam scores out of 108 points
● Each Multiple Choice is worth 1.2 points

○ 54 points
● Each FRQ is worth 9 points

○ 54 points



What does it take to pass?

● For a 5: ~ 67/108 = 62%
● For a 4: ~ 55/108 = 51%
● For a 3: ~ 42/108 = 39%

GOAL IS JUST TO PASS :D 



A Note on Calculator Use

● Not all question on the calculator section require a calculator
● MUST BE in RADIANS

When to use Calculator:

1. Plot the graph of a function
2. FInd the zeros of a function
3. Numerically calculate derivative of a function (at a point)
4. Numerically calculate the value of a definite integral



Showing Work on a Calculator FRQ

Showing Work in General should be Logical



TIP #1: Save time where you can

● Do not use visual cues or Algebra 2 wording
● Do not box answer or cross out answers

○ Readers are told to not score this
● If you don’t know part a, continue to part b
● Readers will follow wrong answers to give you points in 

remaining sections

Abbreviations are okay!
○ b/c
○ IVT
○ MVT
○ Misspelling are okay!



TIP #2: Work must be in the right area





TIP #3: Leave answers unsimplified

● If you can plug into a scientific calculator, you can leave it 
plugged in
○ Why? Saves time and avoid arithmetic mistakes

● This is really good for riemann sums
● Examples: sin(4), 2^2, 1+3

Example

Stop here



TIP #4: Use PROPER function NAMES

● Refer to the specific function/derivative by name such as f(x) or 
k’(x)

● NO-NO Words:  “the function” or “it”, “the derivative”, or “the 
slope”

● Tip: answer the questions in a full sentence. 

Example

When is g(x) increasing? Justify your answer.
● g(x) is increasing (1,2) b/c g’(x)>0



TIP #5: Justify with Calculus Reasons

● Do not use visual cues or Algebra 2 wording
● Keep it SHORT

Example
Find the intervals of increase for f(x). Justify your answer.



TIP #6: Theorems and L’hopital’s Work

● Mention Theorems like l'hopital's, IVT, MVT
● For l'hopital's you MUST separate numerator and denominator
● Do not drop off LIM notation until you plug into

Example



TIP #7: Avoid Linkage Issue

● Do not drop off LIM notation until you plug into

Example



TIP #8: Truncate to THREE decimal places

● Round/truncate at the LAST STEP
○ truncate>round

● THREE DECIMAL PLACES 
○ They will take off point if you put 1.11 and 

the answer is 1.112



TIP #9: You Get Points for Set -up

Example

Find the absolute maximum of g. Justify your answer.

g’(x)=0      ← just thus gives you a point



TIP #10: A note on Absolute Min/Max Type questions

● Do not write answer as a 
coordinate point

● Answer the question, 
○ If they ask for the max/min, 

give the value
○ If they ask for WHEN min/max 

occurs, give time x= or t=

Example



TIP #11: Approximation Questions
● If they ask for an approximation, use the approximation 

symbol
○ Otherwise you are saying it’s equal and that would be 

incorrect
● Common: Riemann Sums, Trapezoidal, Linear 

Approximation
○ Make sure to show set-up: “shape width*height”

Example



TIP #12: Connect Motion Derivatives

● If you want to use v(t) as velocity function connect 
derivative of position equal to v(t)

Example



TIP #13: Remember the units (if asked)

● Only include units if asked to. 
● If asked, you a single point for just including the units
● If you’re not sure, use the function description and consider if 

you’re calculating an amount or a rate

Example





Multiple Choice Random Advice



Differential Equations FRQ

● Keep each step a different line

Example



Q & A 
What questions do you have about the AP exam?



SCORING PRACTICE
You’ve been hired as a AP Reader!



Question 1
With Calculator



2024 Question 1a 



Q1a 2024 - Answer 



Q1a 2024 - Sample 1A
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 2



Q1a 2024 - Sample 1B
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 2



Q1a 2024 - Sample 1c
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 1



2024 Question 1b 



2024 Question 1b - Answer 



2024 Sample 1b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 3 



2024 Sample 2b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 3 



2024 Sample 3b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 2 



2024 Question 1c 



2024 Question 1c - Answer 



2024 Question 1c - Answer Con’t 



2024 Sample 1c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 3 



2024 Sample 2c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 1



2024 Sample 3c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 0 



2024 Question 1d



2024 Question 1d - Answer 



2024 Sample 1d 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 1



2024 Sample 2d 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 0



2024 Sample 3d 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 0



Question 3
With NO Calculator



2024 Question 3a 



Q3a 2024 - Answer 



Q3a 2024 - Sample 1a, 2a, and 3a

Samples: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 1 Actual Score: 1 Actual Score: 1



2024 Question 3b 



Q3b 2024 - Answer 



Q3b 2024 - Answer 



2024 Sample 1b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 3



2024 Sample 2b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 1



2024 Sample 3b 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 0



2024 Question 3c 



Q3c 2024 - Answer 



Q3c 2024 - Answer 



2024 Sample 1c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 5



2024 Sample 2c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 3



2024 Sample 3c 
Answer

Sample: How many points would you award?

Actual Score: 2



Random Question


